THE  CITY  REBUILT
they might well have been dull or mediocre. Only the chance
genius of one man raised them to a splendour undreamt of by
their parishioners. St. Paul's Cathedral, loyally supported from
within the Walls, but dictated from without, was the only
building which could challenge Europe.
Yet the results of the restoration probably justified Pepys's
wish, noted after an evening spent in reading the first of the
Rebuilding Acts, 'I pray to God that I may live to see it built
in that manner'.1 He, not Evelyn, was the Londoner, knowing
from experience where the shoe pinched. Reading the Act as
an inhabitant, he gave praise accordingly. The pity is that he
could not have been banished in the spring of 1667 and not
allowed to return until ten years later. Then we might have
had a description of the merits of the new city from the pen of
a true Cockney. As it is 'those who lived through the re-
building saw it as a gradual process, and so lost the effect,
whilst the few travellers whose impressions have been recorded
lacked knowledge of London before the Fire'.3 Two contrasts
may illustrate the changes. One is to be found in the surveys.3
Thames Street and Threadneedle Street no longer dwindled
to a bare eleven feet from house front to house front; Grace-
church Street and Ludgate Hill were thirty-five and forty-five
feet at their narrowest, not sixteen and seventeen. Another
appears in the Bills of Mortality. The outbreaks of plague
which had terrorized the old city scarcely troubled the new.
For nearly a century no child had been able to hope to reach
manhood without surviving one such visitation. In the out-
break of 1665 alone, nearly a seventh of those within the Walls
had died. After the Fire such ravages were unknown until the
appearance of cholera in the nineteenth century. Examples
could be multiplied, but, failing a contemporary contrast, Dr.
Woodward, lecturer at Gresham College, must sum up for the
1 Diary', February i9th, 1667.
8 The Town Planning Review, op. cit., p. 278.
8 John Leake's 'Exact Surveigh ...' (B.M., Add. MS. 5415, E i). In George
Vertue's engraving, made in 1722, Newgate Market is shown as only 12 feet wide at
the salient by Warwick Lane, but the manuscript does not appear to support this.
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